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$573,700 Disbursed
in First Half of 2017
For over 85 years, the stewards of
the Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos
Society have demonstrated their commitment to charity through the Ministry
Commitments of the Society, as well as
special projects. At its meeting held in
Chicago on April 26-27, the National
Philoptochos Board approved disbursements totaling $373,700 for the first
quarter of 2017.
Following is a listing of the National
Philoptochos Ministry Commitments/
Programs, along with the programs and
organizations benefited:
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Closer to goal

National Philoptochos President Maria Logus, Arleen Siavelis Kehl (left), and (at right) Jennifer Constantin present a check for $200,000 on June 17 to
Archbishop Demetrios as part of the organization’s $2 million goal pledged for St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine. The donation
brings the organization’s total giving for the church to $1.5 million.

Philoptochos Receives “National Hunger Hero Award”
as Outstanding Faith–Based Organization
by Barbara Pasalis

Feeding Children Everywhere, an
international non-profit organization
based in Seminole County, Fla., honored
National Philoptochos on June 23 with
its inaugural Hunger Hero Award in the
Outstanding Faith-Based Organization
category.
National Philoptochos Feed the
Hungry Chairman and Assistant Treasurer Georgia Vlitas, and Second Vice
President Evangeline Scurtis, attended
the awards presentation, which took
place in Orlando.
Volunteer groups like the Philoptochos chapters purchase the ingredients
from the organization that go into the
meals then hold an event to package
the meals. The organization distributes
the meals to the location the local group
chooses.
Feeding Children Everywhere presented Hunger Hero Awards in twodozen categories. Philoptochos has
sponsored Feeding Children Everywhere
food packaging events across the U.S. at
National Board meetings, metropolises,
individual chapters and the 2016 National
Clergy-Laity Congress as part of its Feed
the Hungry program.
This program was launched in
January 2015 by National President Maria
Logus.
The response
Responding to the challenge to
feed 250,000 souls by the 2016 national
convention, Philoptochos stewards,
along with their parishes, produced
over 750,000 meals, more than tripling
that number.
As a result of the incredible response to the challenge from across
the U.S., a new challenge has been
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Attending the presentation were Georgia Constantine, Mary Demas, Georgia Vlitas and Bia George.

established for the 2016–18 term: to
feed over 1 million hungry people by
the 2018 convention.
The Feeding Children Everywhere
food packaging events are in addition
to monthly soup kitchens operated by
Philoptochos chapters throughout the
country.
“It’s about more than food. It’s
about addressing the root causes of
hunger,” said Dave Green, CEO of
Feeding Children Everywhere. Over the

past six and a half years, nearly 500,000
volunteers have helped package and
distribute nearly 74 million meals.
In 2017, with the help of volunteers, the organization will package
and distribute 20 million meals around
the world.
About 15 million of these meals
will be distributed to hungry children
and families in the United States, and
the remaining will be distributed
internationally.

Hellenic College/Holy Cross, total disbursement $120,000, including:
• Scholarship Fund, $33,500, toward four
merit scholarships and 17 scholar awards
• Lenten Appeal Fundraiser, $86,500
• $52,000 for continued refurbishment
of Polemanakos dormitory
• $27,000 for IT upgrade in the Skouras
classroom building
• $7,500 for new athletic equipment for
the intramural teams
Other disbursements
• St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox at World
Trade Center and National Shrine building fund, $100,000
• Ecumenical Patriarchate ministries,
$100,000
• Orthodox Christian Fellowship, $33,700
for Student Leadership Board
• Orthodox Christian Missions Fund,
$20,000
• Orthodox Christian Network to fund
eight episodes of This Week in Orthodoxy, $8,000
• St. Nicholas Uganda Children’s Fund,
$7,000
• SBC Mission Tanzania, $5,000
In addition to the foregoing spring
2017 disbursements, a check for an
additional $200,000 was presented to
Archbishop Demetrios for the St. Nicholas
National Shrine Building Fund.
Philoptochos stewards are united by
their mission and empowered to make a
difference in the world.
The National Philoptochos Board expresses its heartfelt gratitude to Philoptochos chapters and parishes across the nation for their support of its philanthropic
programs. Without the cooperation of the
entire Greek Orthodox community, our
work would not be possible. Working
together, with the love and blessings of
God, we will continue our work to lessen
the pain, loss and suffering of the most
fragile in our society.

